u>. °i/*ihs 




Huston Says N ixon 

. V' 

Unaware of Spy Acts 


y Sy George Lardner Jr. > v 
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- . Former White House aide 
Tom Charles Huston said yes- 
terday that President Nixon 
was apparently unaware that,' 
some* of the illegal: and im- 
proper domestic; activities he.': 
was asked to approve in 1970; ! 
"had 1 been going on.f or. years in» 
the CIA and the FBI,, 
{Testifying befpre.the Senate s 
intelligence - committee, Hu- ;, 
.ston said he, too, had been ig- f 
norant of such operations as 
the CIA’s,- illegal mail inter- 
cepts .wnen he recommended 
them • to Nixon as part of a 
stepped-up campaign of spying, 
oh dissidents. • 

•: “If we' had; known all these 
tools were bein^ used and still 
not' getting any results, it 
might have changed the whole 
approach,” Huston said. 

.NixonapRroved the “Huston* 
plan” . on July 23,;1970, but re- 
vdked.it five days later at the 
insistence of FBI Director. S. 
Edgar Hoover, and Attorney 



TOM CHARLES HUSTON 
■" . . . “If we had known” 

ti. ■ '. ' ti ' . 

tiy , . intelligence , officials,’’ 
'Church said. “Even though tife 
President .revoked his iap- 


General John. hi. Mitchell; thejprpvai “f thL ' Hllst . o:l P la ! ! ; the 


committee was told;. 

- Chairman Frank Church (D’- 
Idaho) said the episode 
showed clearly- that the gov- 
ernment’s intelligence agen- 
cies. have operated as 
^“independent fiefdoms” that 
tiellri either the ... President nor 
each other of tli'eir illicit oper- 
ations. wmk •' 

ti : ‘The. President and Mit Hu- 
titon, it appdtffs^ were deceived 


intelligence agencies -paid no 
lieeH to the . revocation. Tn- 
stead, they'continued the very 
practices for which. they had 
SOught presidential authority.” 
tilBuston-said he now-realized 
that the expanded: domestic in- 
telligence program he: advo- 
cated as a White House aide 
was wrong .and“dahgerous, : but 
insisted. tjiat the turbulence. oi‘ j 

- See CHURCH, A2, Col. 1 . 


CHURCH, From Al 

f . domestic dissent made it-.seem 
. . .much-, more: logical - fiveyyears 

a *°- .- ' v c.vi 

“Wc were talking .about 
bombers',- we were* talking 
about assassins,- we were ’talk 
ting about snipers,”' tie asserted 
at one point “I felt someth..-. 

- had to be done." ; 

a '■ • -■ ’ 'v 'r ■•‘y j*v. 

. ' Tapping his- fingers, impa- 
tiently. and speaking indis 
tipctly at first, Huston.'now an 
. Indianapolis lawyer, gradually 
relaxed .and grew more expa n- 
.ti; sive. The committee’s ques- 
.. '■ tioning was gen tie as' he testi- 
“ Bed in public for the first 
time- since ,the , controversial 
-. • . program came to light in. 1073 
with the unfolding of- -, the j 
Watergate scandaL,T~ 
“Huston derided .the notion 
that he,- had- somehow- twisted 
the. arms of- the., intelligence 
. .agencies into backing the,: con 
-tro versial prdposaisi. which ; h e 
has said i n cludSd yclearl ytiil 1 e - 
gal” features “such.-as. burglary 

• .and mail intercepts..' 7' 

. ' 7 However, “I . didn’t'.. Know 
half the things” that the. gov- 
eqiiihent agencies had already 
he.en doing, he said. These in 
glude the CIA’s mail'openings, 
the FBI’s Coiritelpro program 
for harassing political acliv- 
ists, and the CIA’s “Operation 
CHAOS” which -involved do- 
mestic spying tin violation of 
the spy agency’s, charter, ti , 
Huston said lie did npt.think 
Nixon was aware of these ac- 

- Unities eitheri although he 
could not. rule out the possibil- 
ity that :tfte President*. might 
have .learned ::.bf .. them from 

. some other” Source!- 

- --The Huston plan, was de- 
vised in the 'summer of 1970 
after Nixon summoned the di- 
rectors of the FBI, the CIA. 

■tithe Defense Intelligence- 
Agency and. the, National Sec-u . 
ijfy Agency to the White; 
.House and told them he! 
^wanted 'better information' on 
’ domestic dissenters. An intera- 
gency committee headed by 
William Sullivan of the FBI 

• drafted the plan presented to 
the President after some three 
orifour meetings, Huston re- 

h called. 

. ~ He said’proposals were kept 
from Hoover until -the last 
ijiinute,.” because bureau per- 
sonnel felt, he would refuse lo 
along with it” but thought 
, be might acquiesce . if the 
other agencies' had already ap- 
; proved. .ti' ;.;ti 

.The. 34-year-old “White 
House ex-aide said Hoover 

- voiced objections anyway— 
both to Attorney ' Genera! 
Mitchell and tin a series of; 
footnotes; that he insisted oh j 
including in the report!; Ad:r. 
Noel ; Gaylor, director of ,th<- 
NSA, and: Gen. Donald; Bn i 

- nett, _ head of- DIA, we: . 
.‘both '“very upset,” ■ Hust gh* 
Replied. , < [ 


, ”• The FBI conducted dozens 
add sometimes uiore than .100 
burglaries a year, most; of 
- then) directed against' the 

Communist Party, extremist; 
groups, anihtfe 
wotddcomeundertiheh'eatiing 

ped' the.; sb-^l^{;f‘blacic; : .feg; 
jobs’ m 1966, reportedly on or- 1 
ders from then-Attorney Gen- 
eral Ramsey Clark 

Hutton said! he ;was -finally 
notified by Nixon White 
House Chief : of: Staff ’ H- R 
Haldeman that the President 
had withdrawn disapproval of 
the program at thp : behest of 
Hoover- and Mitchell T under- 
stand Mitchell fe!,t it Was -not 
the jkind of thing we ought to 
be doing,” Huston said- 
.Huston insisted that he 
never had 'the Presidents pof 
litical enemies tin mind — or 
anythfng-butrgenmne national, 
security interests — when he 
devised the plan; T didn’t 
care who though^* the Presi- 
dent was a louse,” he said: “ti. 

But Re said hetiseeslnow,- in. 
light ip£ the;- .Watergate scandal 
ahd;.ythe operations. ':pT.'.' ;the 
:Whi'teHouseti‘;Piumbers^ 
easy it is to move fromyspying: 
"on “the kid with the bomb,to, 
the kid with a picket sign td'j 
the kid with, a bumper ; sticker 
for the opposing' candidate.” ti 

Huston said he felt the-real 
problem facing the Church 
Committeetis’ how to rein in 
the intelligence , agencies in 
the future so that.they are ac- 
countable to the White House 
and the public while preserv- 
ing enough of their; independ- 
ence so' they cafi hesist being 
used for political purrioses: - 

Although the; .White House’ 
;a pproved ' 'tieeiassifi cation i of ! 
portions of the- Huston; plan 
Monday night, , committee! 
spokesmen refused- to .release! 
it, on grounds that '-the •’FBI! 
had yet to give its assent- : 

The committee : will con- 
tinue its hearings on the Hus- 
ton plan today and . Thursday. 

In a closed session yester- 
day afternoon, Sidney. Got-! 
tlieb, -. former chief : of /the; 
CIA’s Technical S ervices Diyi- j 
sion,- invoked the Fifth Amend-; 
merit during \ a brief, appear- 
ance. ... . 

. Gottlieb; reportedly order- 
ed the destruction of various! 
files on the CIA’s drug testing I 
programs and also, once wastin' 
charge of .•developing deadly 
poisons:; The.; committee voted 
tdtiinjtiate ; court - proceedings 
to 'compel Jhis .testimony by 
granting .-'him.' immunity, from 
prosecutiom 

; In , another ' development. 
Sens. Gary Hart (D Colo.) and 
Richard . Schweiker. (R’Pa.) 
were named as an informal 
sUbcpirimittee - with antiinitial 
three-member staff to .investi- 
gate the work of.the CIA and 
the FBI during -the Warren 
Compiissiori's inquiry into the 
1983 \ assaS'sinatiohti of Presi- 
dent -Kennedy, 


